Students worry money, as well as grades  

Working while in school is a reality for many post-secondary students. According to an RBC poll, 80% of post-secondary students say they need to work part-time while in school, just to pay the bills.  That same number, 80%, are concerned that working will have an effect on their grades.  

“These worries are understandable – but they can also be minimized and managed”, says Kavita Joshi, director of Student Markets at RBC. “When managing money, students need to take the time to plan and know that there are going to be some tough choices.  Being aware that there are choices is also important and key to getting in control of your finances,” says Joshi.

Certain student expenses are fixed, but it’s the discretionary spending that drives up costs. 

“It costs money when you don't plan. You may end up buying food because you didn't take a lunch to school. It's fast but not necessarily cheap," says Joshi.  This is where students need to plan the most.

It’s more than looking for bargains.  Planning also means making choices about how and where you spend, so that you do have something left over, not just for essentials but for your social life, which is an important part of being a student. 

“Taking the time to plan means you can also plan to spend,” says Joshi.
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